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The Firebird server is a true enterprise RDBMS that is free to use and download 
from www.firebirdsql.org.  It is not called, “FirebirdSQL”.

It compares favorably with the very best in terms of performance and reliability, 
but it is a small download and an easy install.

Firebird has everything a full-featured database engine should have.  Firebird 
1.0 was just a copy of Interbase 6.0 which was open source at the time.  The 
code has been refined and changed from C to C++ by the Firebird team.

I think it is superior to MySQL and PostgreSQL, and it compares very favorably 
with MS SQL Server and Oracle.  For most installation, a full-time administrator 
is not required.

Most experts are suggesting ODBC, but the API will appeal to some.  I 

http://www.firebirdsql.org/


connected very easily to Firebird ODBC with OpenOffice Base with excellent 
results on Windows Vista.

There is more than one free ODBC driver for Firebird; I believe I am using the 
one from the official web site.  It covers Windows, FreeBSD, Solaris and Linux.

There is an embed option too, and, of course, it too is free.  This is useful since 
the engine is not so very big despite its power.

The standard install comes with an example database, EMPLOYEE.FDB. 
Everything is set up with default user name, “SYSDBA”, and default password, 
“masterkey”.  You must change these later, but use them at first because they 
make it easy.  My example program, fbodbc.exw, uses these to connect, and the 
DSN name I chose was ConnectFBServer.  You can choose what you like with 
your install, but change the code of fbodbc.exw if you want it to work with yours.


